The Taking of Hugli
But, as we shall see in later chapters, when the narrative of this
book "begins to enter its more curious phase. King Thiri-thu-
dhamma was afflicted by harassing doubts. There was a pro-
phecy that he would die soon after his coronation, whenever that
might take place. There were aspects, moreover, in his horoscope
which caused him disquiet. These indications of an adverse fate
had to be balanced against the fact of his possession of the
Mahamuni and the White Elephant. Difficult and uncertain is the
reading of the future. Yet for a king there were expedients, ways
of fortifying oneself against evil, of circumventing bad aspects.
Before Cabral left Mrauk-u, he made a discovery. Four years
earlier he had been in Tibet and become dimly aware that its in-
habitants were not Hindus, but had a religion of their own. It was
not clear to him what that religion was, but now in Mrauk-u he
noticed that the images resembled those he had seen in Tibet and
that the monks wore a similar kind of yellow robe. Further simi-
larities also struck him, and he concluded that the religion of
Arakan was identical with that of Tibet. As we know, both were
and are Buddhist countries, but the Buddhism of Tibet is a variety
of the Mahayana, and that of Arakan is Hinayana. The differences
between the two schools are very great in practice, particularly
between the practices of the lamas and the monks in Arakan, and
it was not very observant of Cabral to find there was no differ-
ence. Yet we must give him the credit for being the first European
to connect the two, and to realize that besides Hinduism and
Mohammedanism there was a third great religion in Asia. We
shall not meet him again in this narrative and may state here that
the clarity and grasp characterizing his letter generally—he was
only just over thirty at the time—was in fact indicative of excel-
lent abilities, for he eventually became rector of the Professed
House of the Jesuits at Goa, that palatial building beside the
Bom Jesus where Mandelslo dined and found the canary so good.
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